CQ BW Heard Around The World 31 March


Finally we enjoyed an FOC QSO Party on a weekend without much other contest activity interfering with our enjoyment. Comments received stated how nice it was to have both good propagation and not much other contest activity over our entire 24 hour period. My thanks go out to several members who suggested moving the event to a month where there was a 5th Saturday. This worked so well that we will use the same plan next year.

We reached a new milestone in the reports received for this event. This is the first time we have received over 100 member reports! It appears that we did have a large number of our membership participating, but many who sent in reports indicated that their time on the air was limited. Unfortunately, as we all have many other involvements (family, work, etc.) our time demands seem to increase, leaving less time for our pursuit of happiness (read on-air operating!). 

Some of us had a great deal of time to devote to this event and their totals reflect that. For that effort, handsome certificates will be mailed to these members for their outstanding work. The highest number of contacts worldwide was reported by Allen, N2KW, with 537 QSOs and 376 with FOC members. The second highest number came from Andy, EA8CN, who took top honors from Africa with 457/318. European top honors went to Joe,, DL4CF, with 325/239. Our top Oceania report came from down under where Keith, VK4TT, managed 105/49. Harry, 7Z1HL, reported 105/57 to earn top honors from Asia. There was no report from South America. 

A good many non-members participated in the event with reports received from 27 stations. Toly, US9PA, reported 171 QSOs to lead all non-members. K5TF, Lowell, was close behind with 169, to take top honors for North America. However, close on his heels was Tony, K2NV, with 161 Qs. UA0LCZ had the highest report from Asia with 12 QSOs. We did not receive any non-member reports from Oceania, Africa, or South America.

Now’s the time to mark your calendar and make plans for the next FOC QP coming on 22 September, 2012. Hopefully we will enjoy the same or better propagation during this 24 hour period. As before, if any of you have suggestions about dates for 2013, I would welcome your input. 

Art, KZ5D

Here is the list of all reports received (First column is total contacts, second column is contacts with FOC members):

FOC Members:

	N2KW
	537
	376

	EA8CN
	457
	318

	7Q7BP
	396
	40

	AA3B
	379
	239

	DL4CF
	325
	239

	W8FJ
	315
	245

	UU5JZ
	309
	225

	6Y5WJ
	290
	133

	OK1WF
	270
	209

	M0IKE
	263
	229

	LY2PX
	250
	170

	G4BJM
	244
	165

	W4PM
	232
	163

	GW3KDB
	230
	181

	W9RGB
	222
	172

	G3XTT
	209
	160

	DJ5IL
	201
	154

	DL1VDL
	193
	148

	W2VT/VP9
	190
	134

	G4BUE
	184
	134

	G4RCG
	177
	112

	K2LE
	175
	122

	K4XU
	174
	123

	N2ATB
	161
	130

	F5VCT
	157
	125

	W8PBO
	151
	108

	F3AT
	146
	119

	W7GKF
	143
	100

	K4BAI
	142
	109

	KZ5D
	141
	109

	K4LTA
	136
	110

	KR3E
	135
	122

	PA7RA
	133
	92

	SM6CNN
	131
	121

	K1SA
	128
	108

	OK1RR
	128
	102

	IK6BAK
	125
	93

	IK6BAK
	125
	93

	KR5V
	125
	100

	NA5G
	124
	118

	SM5COP
	123
	91

	W5ZR
	120
	100

	G3LIK
	116
	84

	N2UU
	116
	98

	WA9AQN
	116
	109

	WB2YQH
	115
	84

	DL3AZ
	114
	84

	OZ4FF
	110
	76

	7Z1HL
	105
	57

	GM3JKS
	105
	66

	VK4TT
	105
	49

	OH2EA
	104
	90

	G3LHJ
	97
	67

	G4HZV
	93
	88

	VE7AHA
	93
	67

	SM6CLU
	91
	63

	W1RAN
	88
	78

	VE3BHZ
	86
	52

	LZ1AF
	83
	68

	G3ZYV
	80
	47

	N8NA
	78
	72

	DK7VW
	77
	56

	SM5CCE
	77
	58

	G5CL
	76
	44

	G5CL
	76
	44

	GM3YOR
	74
	61

	OZ7YL
	71
	62

	W7QC
	70
	42

	KF7E
	69
	47

	G0ORH
	65
	56

	LA4XX
	65
	60

	S57WJ
	64
	50

	DL8PG
	61
	51

	HB9QO
	60
	52

	WG4FOC (K3TW)
	60
	43

	I3BLF
	59
	56

	LZ2RS
	57
	48

	G3PJT
	55
	52

	KH6LC
	52
	52

	PA0DIN
	51
	45

	SM0BDS
	51
	51

	K0VBU
	49
	39

	W1HL
	47
	45

	IK0YGJ
	42
	42

	G3LKZ
	41
	37

	N5AW
	40
	30

	VE3HX
	40
	38

	W1EBM
	37
	36

	W1UU
	34
	28

	ZB2CW
	32
	30

	9M2/R6AF/P
	30
	30

	G8VG
	30
	28

	LA8XM
	26
	25

	DJ4KW
	21
	17

	G3SXW
	21
	21

	G4BYG
	21
	16

	K8NW
	20
	20

	W1JR
	20
	19

	I0XXR
	19
	18

	G3ZRJ
	17
	12

	VK8AV
	15
	13

	N3BB
	12
	12

	W4VQ
	5
	4

	WB4FSF
	5
	3

	
	
	


Non-Members:

	US9PA
	171

	K5TF
	169

	K2NV
	161

	K3EL
	121

	DK9HE
	108

	F5IN
	108

	W0JX
	94

	G3YEC
	84

	VE3USP
	76

	SM6FKF
	75

	K9FN
	65

	K4GM
	54

	OZ8SW
	51

	LZ3PZ
	50

	GI4CFQ
	43

	NN6T
	39

	IK0IXI
	34

	K4FT
	21

	PA0ATG
	21

	YO4AAC
	19

	SM4DQE
	18

	VE3LYC
	17

	K1SM
	13

	UA0LCZ
	12

	9A3XV
	9

	JA1GZV
	8

	OZ/DL2SWW
	8

	VE2KOT
	7


And now here are the comments received from members :

M0IKE - A great event as usual with lots of activity on all bands and a lot of none members also active again,

K4XU - lots of fun tho I didn't get to operate Friday night because of a dinner engagement. Got an Augie so it wasn't all bad. Conditions were strange Saturday morning. 20m was dead band 15m had piles of Europeans. I've never seen it like that.
DL3AZ - Finally at least some more stations found the way into the log. Condx were quite good and some great openings stateside. Although I could not spend too much hours with the radio I enjoyed every QSO.


WB2YQH - Another great social event on the bands.  Seems to be getting more popular as non-member QSOs increasing and most knew the exchange. Nice to see the newer members on the bands.

KH6LC - Many thanks for the warm welcome into the group. It's much appreciated. 
 

W1RAN - Most enjoyable Saturday in many moons.
KF7E - Loved working OTs W1RAN (779) and Owen G3LKZ (681), plus finding some amazing openings on 28 and 21.  Was very pleased to hear 7Q7BP on 10m for hours of fun. Lots of congestion on 21 

crowding 025 made for overlapping pileups.I heard several EUR including G4BJM and G3XTT with huge signals very late into their night on 21.
ZL2IFB - The 20m LP opening to W2 and UK on our Sunday morning (20z onwards?) was unusual - great sigs and it was fun to surprise a few members with a call from ZL.
W1UU - I tried making QSOs with 500 mw of power, and largely unsuccessful except I made it with 2 members on 15. When I turned on my amplifier to get to 5 watts, I started working more members. We were also getting some rain that was creating rain-noise on 160 meters. This was a day of family commitments, so I spent fewer hours than I hoped. Each QSO, was special!
SM6CNN - 15m was in great shape.
PA0DIN - have had FB fun agn in the BW QP

DL4CF - It was good fun and condx were quite good, especially on 15m.

DL1VDL - This time I could operate only a few hours because of QRL reasons. I have enjoyed the party, the condx were really down compared with those in autumn 2011. I hope the sunspot cycle 24 is not on its down-going period.

G5CL - Conditions were not favourable to my simple set up, and time was short due to family commitments but had a good stab at it. I also spent a good hour trying to convince G2JL by email, that the QSO Party was this Saturday and not the following weekend.

OK1RR - Poor propagation. Usually strong stations were weak. High noise level, QRN, statics.

G3ZRJ - Sorry little time available due health issues, operated /P with 5W from FT817
W4PM - I was disappointed that more of the members who have entered the club in the last year did not appear in my log.  I still have 16 members I've not yet worked.  Where were they hiding?
EA8CN – Nice choice of dates. It really was a hit that made it totally different. More activity from those non members that normally participate in small contests and want to have some activity but most of all no other competition with other contests, i.e. no qrm.

ZB2CW - The party is perfect for me as I was in and out all day long grabbing Q's when near the rig and this time only one member called me Mick , Life's getting better !!!

AA3B -  My daughters were both home so I was part time – I was QRV for 9.5 hours.

G4BYG - Enjoyed the short chats with some of the FOC chaps. Hope for more time in the next one.

DK7VW - 4 hrs operating time, 4 augies (not so bad) :)

IK6BAK - The party was for me a good opportunity to have qso with members never met before, indeed I mainly listened to the bands instead of calling.

G5CL - Despite conditions being poor and a day of family commitments, it was good fun and nice to get some new ones in the log.

I0XXR - I had guests at my home for the week end, and I could not do more.  I hope to do better next QSO party.
N2KW - Conditions were SUPER!  There were no conflicting contests.  So why wasn't my score higher? Top Band was a disaster, 80 wasn't much better.  Summer static.

W7GKF - Good coast-to-coast 10m conditions from 1800 to 1900Z on Saturday, but hardly any takers.

DJ4KW - I was not at home because I had a meeting in Munich 700 km away.  I left an ICOM-706 at home and remote controlled it via the internet for 17 QSOs before on 40 m and 4 QSOS after the meeting on 80m.  

K2LE - Good Activity !

7Z1HL - Its not much of a score but the wonky weekend here prevents me from more serious contesting, or QSO partying for that matter. Weekends are Thursday, Friday in Saudi Arabia and Sat and Sun I have to work. The only time I have for radio is between coming home from work, having a quick dinner until falling asleep at the radio, hi.
G4RCG - only a token effort from me I had to go out with the wife in the afternoon so hence my low score

G4BUE - Not a serious effort as I had lots of chores and we went out for dinner in the evening.  I had to use my 40m quarter-wave vertical through an ATU on the HF bands (I have a problem with the three element Steppir), and was surprised how well it performed.
F3AT - Starting 99 years old! Last one? Only one contact on 10 with Andy EA8CN.

OH2EA - "Weirdish" conditions on 15m at times, 10m closed completely here. Nevertheless, having spent the winter QRT in Thailand, it is nice to reappear and reconnect.  Very gratifying to find many new members in full swing. 


VE3BHZ - Here's my meager score after about 10 hours of operating. Cndx not very good as usual but enjoyed it anyway.

F5VCT -  Another great moment on the air with reasonably good activity. Results are not terrible, but...

G3XTT - Activity was a bit disappointing, but nice to work a number of "new" members for the first time (having missed the Marathon this year, being in OH-land at the time, with G5LP and G3SXW). Nice late evening (our time) opening on 15m during which I caught old friends KF7E and ZL2IFB.

WA9AQN - I always enjoy the FOC QP, no matter what the conditions!  Catching up with old friends, and meeting new ones, with the improved solar conditions hopefully there will be more opportunities for longer 

QSO's in the coming months.
G8VG - Not a very good score and for a while I was using my K2 with 10 watts to a whip.Good fun and I enjoyed it but I can think of easier ways to make QSOs.
GW3KDB - No QSO's on 10 or 80 Metres. Activity seemed down
 

I3BLF - Low score but much FUN

KR3E - Just a few hours spent in the party this time.  Conditions were very poor here at the start; only 40m had stations and no DX to speak of.  During daylight nothing on 10m and 20m was poor, so 15m received most of my attention.  It was nice to add a couple more Augies and a pleasant surprise to work ZL2IFB on 20m when there was little other DX on that band. 

LA4XX - Unfortunately I was quite busy doing other things that day. 

G3LHJ - Had a great time, conds were good and pick up a few new members, wish I could have put more time to it.

N5AW - Very limited time for BW (less than an hour). 

9M2/R6AF/P - I worked in BWQP during my IOTA expedition to Pulau Besar as 9M2/R6AF/P.

My "result" - 30 QSO with "numbers", all of them FOC members. Another contacts on that date were made in IOTA pile.
GM3JKS - 15M yielded most QSOs but only one on 10M, EA8CN, no transatlantic propagation in GM land.

K8NW - Only had about an hour to operate.

W8PBO - We had a bad thunder storm here so I could not get on the first night at all. 

GM3YOR - Did not manage any great length of time on the air however did a bit on 40, 20 and 15 on and off during the day,

G3LKZ - .Im only part QRV ere with a bit of wire.

N8NA - It was delightful to have the party on a "fifth" weekend as there was no competition from other events. Perhaps the event could just follow on to whenever a "fifth" weekend occurs during the year, in the future.
7Q7BP – I managed to allocate almost 8 hours of my time to the event in amongst all the other commitments. I was amazed with the wonderful conditions on 10 meters all through the day and well into the evening, and enjoyed myself immensely.

And here is what some of the non-members offered:

VE3USP - It was my first time participating in the FOC QSO Party; I enjoyed it very much. The 40M band was very quiet almost the whole day, but 15M was quite all right. Later 20M and 40M came up and I managed to make a few contacts.

NN6T - I had a lot of fun working guys that have great cw fist , Didn’t break any records but had fun , 

K5TF - Had a ball!  A great group of operators.

VE3LYC -  It was very nice participating at this year's BWQP. I liked very much the socializing style of the QSO Party, including a short exchange with you.

GI4CFQ - It was great fun and I even had a few short 'Chats' thrown in for good measure ... Hi!

K3EL - Conditions started out pretty poor here in NJ, but 80 was hopping by the end!

SM6FKF - Nice to take part in the party for the first time.

K9FN - I am not drawn to many contests, but love to work CW, and as an FOC nominee on the "starred" list, I could not resist getting on the air for a bit.  It was a busy day, with lawn mowing, and other chores around the house as we are getting ready for a wedding in less than two weeks.

